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specify with my prominence the evangelistic
labours to which the love of Christ has since
impelled me. This book will speak, not so much
of what has been done, as of what still remains to
be performed, before the Gospel can be said to
be preached to all nations.

In the glow of love which Christianity inspires,
I soon resolved to devote my life to the allevia-
tion of human misery. Turning this idea over
in my mind, I felt that to be a pioneer o{ Chris-
tianity in China might lead to the material bene-
fit of some portions of that immense empire; and
therefore set myself to obtain a medical educa-
tion, in order to be qualified for that enterprise.

In recognizing the plants pointed out in my
first medical book, that extraordinary old work
on astrological medicine, Culpeper's "Herbal,'*
I had the guidance of a book on the plants of
Lanarkshire, by Patrick. Limited as my time was,
I found opportunities to scour the whole coun-
try-side, "collecting simples." Deep and anxious
were my studies on the still deeper and more per-
plexing profundities of astrology, and I believe
I got as far into that abyss of phantasies as my
author said he dared to lead me. It seemed
perilous ground to tread on farther, for the dark
hint seemed to my youthful mind to loom to-
ward "selling soul and body to the devil," as
the price of the unfathomable knowledge of the
stars. These excursions, often in company with